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S T .  PETER õS   
M ISSION  

is to fulfill our calling as 
the Body of Christ.  

We will be a worship  
center in the  
community. 

We will learn and teach 
the meaning of  
God's Word.  

We will share our  
Christian Faith with  

others. 

And we will support  
individuals in their time of 

personal need. 

As we accomplish these 
things, we will be faithful 

Stewards of  
God's Gifts.  

HERALD  

TH
E

 
St. Peterõs Evangelical Lutheran Church, Chester Springs, PA 

T HE  VISION  OF  
S T .  PETER õS   
is to be a center of  

activity and a welcoming 
congregation of  

worshipers growing in 
faith, while encouraging 

community outreach 
through various  

ministries. 

Volume  11, Issue 3  

March, 2010 

If you would like to submit  
an article, or become a 
sponsor  for the Herald, 
please contact Cheryl 
Smola or email it to  
csmola2@msn.com. 

  Hop on over to Fellowship Hall on Saturday, March 27, 

at 9 a.m. for the Easter Bunny Breakfast.  There will be 

an assortment of delicious things to eat like French 

Toast Casserole, Egg Casserole, Sausage, Cream Dried 

Beef and plenty of yummy pastries.  

  This year, in addition to the egg hunt and pictures with 

the bunny, we will have a magician.  His name is Tom 

McDonnell and he is the sole performer for the Please 
Touch Museum in Philadelphia.  His show will last 45 min-

utes with a grand finale that is fitting for the occasion.  

The cost is $5 per person (with 

a $20 maximum per family).  

Children aged 2 and under are 

free.  

- Dana Twaddell 

Breakfast with The Easter Bunny 

Lenten and Easter Worship Services 
Mid-week Lenten services continue through the month of March at St. Peterôs with an informal 

service at noon following a brown bag lunch and again at 6 pm following a soup supper. 

Please join us as we focus our hearts and concentrate on Jesusô journey leading up to the death 
and crucifixion of our Lord and Savior. 

Service Date Time Place 

Mid-Week Lenten March 03 Noon & 6 pm St. Peterôs Lutheran 

Mid-Week Lenten March 10 Noon & 6 pm St. Peterôs Lutheran 

Mid-Week Lenten March 17 Noon & 6 pm St. Peterôs Lutheran 

Mid-Week Lenten March 24 Noon & 6 pm St. Peterôs Lutheran 

Maundy Thursday April 01 7:30 pm St. Peterôs UCC 

Good Friday April 02 7 pm St. Peterôs Lutheran 

Easter Sunrise April 04 6:30 am Overflow parking lot 

Easter April 04 10 am St. Peterôs Lutheran 
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Please pray for: the 
congregation, its leaders and 

those listed below as they 
cope with lifeõs challenges.  

FROM  THE  PASTORôS DESK 

PASTORAL  ACTS 
Baptisms:  
2/14/10  (Anna) Svetlana Maria Eckerdt 
2/28/10  Kayla Audra Reidy 
2/28/10  Caden Michael Reidy 

We have entered the season of Lent and so the whole mood and 
 approach to worship and Christian life looks different.  For us, Lent is a 
season of preparation where we ready ourselves for the events of 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  We most notice this change in 
mood within the music of the church, but we find that the readings also 
focus us on our sin and on Jesusô upcoming suffering.  Many people, as 
a way of honoring Lent, dedicate themselves to a change in behavior.  
This may mean making a commitment to further support the ministry of 
Jesus Christ or it may mean giving up something as a way of acknowl-
edging what Jesus has already given up for us all. 

As you make your Lenten commitments, I want you to think about making those sacrifices that not 
only help you to improve yourselves, but also that help someone else or help the ministry of Jesus 
Christ.  If you give up candy for Lent, go the extra step and put aside the money that you would have 
spent for the candy and give it to the church, PACS, Momôs House, a local shelter or even people 
you know who could use a lift to their spirits.  Make your Lenten commemoration one of solemn 
preparation that also does the world around you some good. 

At the February Church Council meeting, it was  
decided that the care and concern of the members of 
St. Peterôs should be emphasized.  What this means 
is that every member (active and inactive) will be 
prayed for (by name) by a member of Church Council 
or another leader of the church.  Also, every house-
hold (for whom we have a phone number or e-mail) 
will be contacted several times throughout the year. 

These will be friendly contacts as a way for us to 
keep in touch with you and your family.  While we 
want to know how you are doing, we are not looking 
for any information that you are not willing to openly 
share.  We will update you about any plans that 
Council has for the church, as well as any upcoming 
planned events of the congregation. 

Please expect, and welcome, a phone call or an  
e-mail in the next month or so. 

CARE & C ONCERN  
OF OUR MEMBERS 

Vi Abraham 

Sally Peirson Barber 

Ellen Barnes 

Midge Bates & Family 

Doug Beck 

William Burke 

Jessica Cornell 

Joseph Cornog 

Bill Fallows 

Rae Fila 

Rick Ford & Family 

Dan Frey 

Steven Gerringer 

Virginia & Tom Grant 

Sarah Groff 

Himmelberger/Barnes 

     Families 

Dave Hume 

Please submit names for the prayer list to the office. To initiate the 

prayer chain for immediate prayer needs, contact:  

À Pastor Wesemann (610) 933-9611; 

À Marilyn Burk (610) 517-1147 or (610) 286-9928); or 

À Rita Wesler (610) 933-7103.  

Robert Kling 

Vincent Kling 

Richard Kropp 

Margarete Larmann 

Joan-Evelyn Lotz 

Glenn & Johanne Manthorpe 

Anna Mae Miller 

Richard Neiman 

Jane Peirson 

Ann-Marie Remes 

Debbie Schneider 

Luanne Skurka & Family 

Mildred Supplee 

Flora Trego 

Eleanor Tshudy 

Amber Wesemann 

Rita Wesler 

Ray Yoder 

A CHANCE  TO HELP OUR NEIGHBORS 
St. Peter's United Church of Christ has begun an expansion building program and cannot use their Fellowship Hall.  

They have asked to use our Fellowship Hall for their annual all you can eat Chili Cook-off.  We have, of course, agreed.  
This event will take place on Saturday, March 20, from 5 to 7 p.m.  Our members are invited to come out and try the 10 
different kinds of chili along with cornbread, chips and salsas.  Cost is $5 for adults, $2 for children 12 and under. 
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EASTER FLOWER ORDER FORM  
(Please Print)  

 
Your Name: ___________________________________________  
 

Phone No.: ____________________________________________  

 
 

Please indicate individual(s) for memorial or honorarium  
 

In loving memory of (deceased):  

 ______________________________________ 
 _______________________________________ 
 

In honor of (living):  

 _______________________________________ 
 _______________________________________ 
 

Flowers are presented by:  

 _______________________________________ 
 _______________________________________ 
 
 

o  I WILL PICK UP MY FLOWERS AFTER THE LAST SERVICE. 
 

o  I WILL NOT PICK UP MY FLOWERS AFTER THE LAST SERVICE. 
 

Please return all order forms with payment by March 14, 2010 . 
Make checks payable to St. Peterôs Lutheran Church and mail to: 

St. Peterôs Lutheran Church 
1239 Clover Mill Rd., Chester Springs, PA  19425  

Attention:  Carmella Venezia  

Easter Lilies  #__

__ 

x $9.00 = $_____ 

Tulips  #__

__ 

x $9.00 = $_____ 

Hyacinths  #__

__ 

x $9.00 = $_____ 

Mums  #__

__ 

x $9.00 = $_____ 

  TOTAL  = $_____ 

Easter is fast  

approaching.  
Help to beautify the 

Sanctuary and  

Pikeland Wing  
with Easter Flowers  
for Easter Sunday,  

April 4, 2010.  

Flowers are $9.00 each  
(Choices are Lilies, Tulips, 

Hyacinths or Mums)  
 

Please refer to the order form to place 
your order and denote your  tribute/

memorial.  
 

Orders (including mailed orders) must 
be received no later than  

Sunday, March 14, 2010.  
 

Payment must  

accompany order.  
(Please make checks payable to  

St. Peterôs Lutheran Church). 
 

For questions, contact  

Carmella Venezia at  

610-323-0897. 
 

Please note that we ask that  
all plants remain in the Sanctuary and 
Pikeland Wing until after the 10 a.m.  

service ends on Easter Sunday. 
Plants may be picked up at this time.  

   Easter candy is such a wonderful tradition and what better way to enjoy those tasty sweets then 
ordering them through our Reppertôs Candy church fundraiser?  There are so many wonderful  
morsels to choose from including milk and dark chocolates; sugar free chocolates; various eggs 
such as peanut butter, butter cream, coconut and marshmallow; chocolate covered pretzels;  
non-pareils; molded characters; etc.  Order forms are available from Joanna Sheffer or Debbie 
Francis.  Orders with payment must be received by March 14, 2010. 

EASTER CANDY  SALE  
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One of our members put together a Super Bowl pool for 
friends and family as a fundraiser for our church.  

Amazingly, three of the winners were from the church 
and donated their winnings to St. Peterôs.  The total  
received from this fundraiser was $792.  This will certainly 
help the church with the additional cost incurred in snow 
removal and the lower attendance suffered because of the 
weather.  Thanks! 

There are times when we personally may not be able to 
increase our financial donations to the ministry of Jesus 
Christ.  This shows that, if we are creative, we can find 
new and different ways to contribute to the church. 

- Pastor Wesemann 

Notes from Family & Friends 

Dear Members of St. Peterôs Youth Group, 

Thank you for participating in the ñSouperò Bowl of  
Caring and for donating your proceeds to PACS for our 
emergency pantry.  Sometimes we really donôt realize that 
the little things we do make a big difference.  Itôs like the 
snow ð all those little flakes really make big piles.  Your  
collection makes a big difference to us.  Thank you. 

Gratefully, Joann B. Miller, 
PACS Development Coordinator 

 

You can also assist PACS by donating ACME and  
Redner receipts (1% rebate) or by making PACS the  
beneficiary of your Genuardiõs club card (3% rebate). 

While we are not exactly on schedule, we are planning a 
ñScout Sundayò for Sunday, March 21 (Scout Sunday is 
usually held in February).  To that end, you may or may 
not know that two Brownie Troops hold their meetings here 
at St. Peterôs. 

We have invited the members of both Troops to join us 
and tell us about their programs and activities from the 
past year, as well as their plans for the future.  They will be 
asking for our support on their ñBaby Bundlesò campaign, 
where they will collect baby items for mothers who are in 
need.  A list of those items will be in the church bulletin 
and posted in the Narthex. 

- Pastor Wesemann 

ñScout Sundayò 

ñThen Jesus went with his disciples to a 
place called Gethsemane, and He said to 
them, sit here while I go over there and 
pray.ò (Matthew 26:36)  Donated originally 
by Henry Deery in honor of George 
Deery, Jr. & Sr., and Salinda Deery, the 
large window on the left behind the choir 
portrays a beautiful rendition of Jesus in 
the Garden of Gethsemane.  It has an 
estimated replacement value of $27,300 
and was refurbished in 1994 by Baylus 
and Debbie Francis.  Debbie has  
graciously volunteered to sponsor another 
round of restoration this Spring to include 
repairs and a new, vented poly Lexan protective covering. 
ñAsk, and you will receive; seek and you will find, knock 
and the door will be opened to you.ñ (Matthew 7:7)  This 
beautiful piece of history behind the organ features Jesus 
knocking.  It was presented originally in memory of Jacob 
and Ester King by Mary Ann King. 
In 1994, renovations were done on ñFor Godôs Blessingsò 

by Thomas and Virginia Grant and by their children Philip, 
Suzanne and Timothy.  This work of art has a bulge plus 
some sagging grids that will be repaired.  Painting and 
caulking of the window frame will be included along with a 
new, vented Lexan covering.  This round of restoration to 
maintain the windowôs appraised value of $27,300 is being 
funded courtesy of Bob and Debbie Philips. 

We have additional windows sponsored by the families 
March, Frey and Setar.  Join us next month as these  
windows reveal a bit of their history and symbolism.  And 
please remember that sponsorships still exist in amounts 
from $500 to $5,000 depending on which stained glass 
window you select.  You can join together with another  
family member or friend and offer to sponsor one of the 
remaining side, balcony or vestibule windows. 
For more information, consult the poster in the Pikeland 

Wing or speak with Rod Frey. 

Will You Help Preserve Our 

Stained Glass Windows? 

Thank you!  Over the past month of being in the hospital 
and at home recovering, I have received a lot of cards and 
well wishes.  Many have expressed that they are praying 
for me.  I want to thank you.  All of these things have  
encouraged me to get stronger and I am hoping to make it 
back to church for Easter. 

- Eleanor Tshudy 

WHAT  IS ñMAUNDY   
THURSDAYò ALL  ABOUT? 

Maundy Thursday received its name from the words 
ñmandatum novumò or ñnew commandmentò honoring the 
institution of the Eucharist by Jesus at the Last Supper.   
On this day, we especially call to mind the events of the 
Last Supper of Jesus and the words that He spoke to the 
Apostles.  ñA new command I give you: Love one another.  
As I have loved you, so you must love one another.ò (John 
13:34) 

This day is also known throughout other churches as 
Holy Thursday and Thursday of Mysteries and is the fifth 
day of Holy Week.  Some churches will choose to re-enact 
Jesusô washing of the disciplesô feet after the Homily of a 
worship service.  The altar is later stripped bare in prepara-
tion for a somber Good Friday Service which remembers 
the death of Christ on the cross and how paramount the 
event is to the Christian faith. 

- Cheryl Smola 
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LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

Dt Prayer/Bible Reading Reflection Action 

3/1 

Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to 
you. (Luke 6:38) 

Being good stewards of time, 
money and talent. 

Give a little extra of yourself today.  Do it 
joyfully. 

3/2 

The Lord looks down from heaven and sees the whole human 
race.  From his throne he observes all who live on the earth.  
He made their hearts, so he understands everything they do. 
(Psalm 33:13) 

He alone knows our every 
thought and deed. 

Ask for forgiveness today for all of your 
shortcomings. 

3/3 Be still, and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10) 
Quiet time with God helps us 
to see what is truly important. 

Close your eyes and focus on God today for 
at least 15 minutes.  Get in the ñzoneò and 
feel His presence and hear His guidance. 

3/4 

O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day 
to day.  Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous 
works among all the peoples! (Psalms 96:1-3) 

In just one month, we will be 
rejoicing on Easter Sunday. 

Today, reflect on the fact that God loves you.  
Smile and let the warmth of Godôs love show 
on your face for others. 

3/5 

I will instruct you and teach you in the way in which you should 
go; I will counsel you and watch over you.  Do not be like the 
horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be 
controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you. 
(Psalm 32:8-9) 

Stepping outside of your  
comfort zone can be difficult. 

Ask if you can be involved in planning or 
coordinating a new event at church.  Youôll 
be amazed how creative you can be when 
you set your mind to it. 
  

Tonight, set your alarm clock to wake 10 
minutes early tomorrow. 

3/6 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, ñBefore I 
formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were 
born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the  
nations.ò (Jeremiah1:4-5) 

God knows you better than 
you know yourself. 

Wake 10 minutes early (without complaining) 
and meditate on your relationship with God.  
Where does your heart lead you today? 

3/7 
I lift my eyes to the hills ð from where will my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
(Psalm 121:1-2) 

God will never abandon us. 
Solemnly pray for all people in Haiti and 
Chile and where ever there is such devasta-
tion in this world. 

3/8 
The sun shall not smite you by day, nor the moon by night. 
(Psalm 121:6) God will always provide. 

Be happy with all the blessings God has 
given you.  Count ten blessings in your life, 
then fold your hands together and give 
thanks to God in prayer. 

3/9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; Again I will say, rejoice.  Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone.  The Lord is near. 
(Philippians 4:4-5) 

Lent is not a time to rejoice but 
to reflect. 

But today, let your hear rejoice knowing you 
are favored.  Today say something kind to 
someone to make their day. 

3/10 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. (Philippians 4:6-7) 

We have fears of the unknown.  
Once things are revealed to 
us, we are better able to han-
dle things. 

Think of three things you constantly worry 
about.  Write them on a piece of paper and 
put them in your bible.  Give your worries to 
God and see what transpires. 

3/11 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
(Philippians 4:13) 

Trust in God that all things are 
possible. 

God is just waiting to say ñI told you so.ò  
What can you do for God today? 

3/12 
Come let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his 
pasture, the flock under his care. (Psalm 95:6-7) 

Our God is an awesome God. 
Itôs probably been a while since youôve 
prayed ñold schoolò.  If itôs humanly possible, 
today praise God on your knees. 

3/13 

I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I have taken 
you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant 
to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes that are 
blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the 
prison those who sit in darkness. (Isaiah 42:6-7) 

Jesus is our salvation and will 
deliver us from all evil. 

Today, light a candle and be prayerful of  
the fact that Jesus is our light in times of 
darkness. 

3/14 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to 
lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still  
waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name's sake. (Psalms 23:1-3) 

When we hear this prayer we 
instantly think of death be-
cause it is read so often at 
funeral services. 

Read the scripture again slowly.  Think of life 
for this reading from now on.  How peaceful 
it would be for Him to still our hearts in times 
of trouble and acknowledge Him for it. 

3/15 

For I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. (Romans 8:38-39) 

For where your treasures lie, 
there your heart lies also. 

We lead such busy lives.  It is so easy to be 
distracted.  Make a list of what takes up your 
time during the week.  What time do you 
allow for God? 
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Dt Prayer/Bible Reading Reflection Action 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

3/16 

For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the 
mountains are his also.  The sea is his, for he made it; for his 
hands formed the dry land. (Psalm 95:3-5) 

Respect all that God has made.  
Our pollution and mis-use of 
the earth is disrespectful. 

Today, make every effort to recycle as much 
as you can.  Cleaning out closets for Spring?  
Pass your clothes along to someone or  
donate them.  Donôt be so quick to throw 
everything away. 

3/17 
For Godôs foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
Godôs weakness is stronger than human strength.  Consider 
your own call, brothers and sisters. (1 Corinthians 1:25) 

We will never know all that He 
wants for us. 

Set a plan and a goal for yourself for the 
remainder of the year.  What steps can you 
take to have a closer relationship with God?  
What does that involve? 

3/18 
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 
much fruit." (John 12:20-24) 

Jesus knew he would suffer 
and die.  He willingly accepted 
his calling to fulfill Godôs  
purpose. 

After today, there are just 17 days left until 
Easter.  Is your heart prepared?  What do 
you still need to reflect upon? 

3/19 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those 
who are crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:18) 

We all go through times of 
sadness and loneliness. 

If you (or a loved one) are experiencing 
sadness, acknowledge that today rather 
than ignore it.  Donôt be afraid to ask for 
help.  If you know someone who is lonely, 
call them just to let them talk. 

3/20 
It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it 
is what comes out of the mouth that defiles. (Matthew 15:11) 

Sticks and stones é but words 
are hurtful, too. 

Be mindful this week to speak kindly to eve-
ryone.  You donôt have the right to speak 
harshly or be mean to others. 

3/21 Your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 
Sometimes we are at a loss of 
what to say to God.  Keep it 
simple in those times. 

Talk to God in the way that Jesus taught us.  
Say the Lordôs Prayer.  ñOur Father, who art 
in heaven, hallowed be thy name éò 

3/22 
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who 
are crushed in spirit. (Psalm 34:18) Comfort.  Peace.  Respect. 

Today, pray for those who have left this 
world and have left a hole in your heart. 

3/23 
In everything, do to others as you would have them do to you. 
(Matthew 7:12) The ñGolden Ruleò. 

We are all different, yet all human - flawed.  
Think of something you can do for someone 
else today.  Be selfless in your action. 

3/24 
You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble 
and surround me with songs of deliverance. (Psalm 32:7) 

You chose to show the world 
who you are ï but masking and 
hiding what you donôt want 
others to see. 

You cannot hide from God.  He sees all of 
your actions and knows all of your thoughts.  
Talk to him about it. 

3/25 
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I 
am your God.  I will strengthen you and help you; I will hold 
you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 

But are you carefully listening? 
Tonight, turn off the TV, computer, radio.  
Get rid of all of the distractions.  Listen in 
silence. 

3/26 We live by faith, not by sight. (2 Corinthians 5:7) 
We donôt need miracles to 
know that God is near. 

List two or three times when you truly felt 
Godôs presence in your life. 

3/27 
You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the moun-
tains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the 
trees of the field will clap their hands. (Isaiah 55:12) 

How often do you openly talk 
about your faith - the things that 
you truly believe? 

Send a religious ñjust becauseò card to 
someone who could use it. 

3/28 
Trust in the Lord, and do good; so you will live in the land and 
enjoy security.  Take delight in the Lord, and He will give you 
the desires of the heart. 

He knows your needs. 
Are you surrounding yourself with material 
wealth?  Give generously and God will  
reward you with heavenly treasures. 

3/29 And all of them ate and were filled. (Matthew 15:37) Let the word of God fill your 
soul. 

Good habits are often harder to create than 
bad ones are to break.  Can you make it a 
habit to open your bible everyday this week 
and read scripture? 

3/30 
Turn your ear to me, come quickly to my rescue; be my 
rock of refuge, a strong fortress to save me. (Psalm 31:2) God answers prayers. Pray for someone who has wronged you. 

3/31 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.  For we do not 
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself inter-
cedes for us with groaning too deep for words. 

We were baptized in the Name 
of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 

Speak out to the Holy Spirit and trust that 
whatever you say will be heard.  Let the 
Spirit guide you in your thoughts today. 
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New Chester County 

Conference Dean 

At the meeting on Tuesday, February 16, of the Ches-
ter County Conference of the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
the Rev. Paul Townsend was elected dean. 

Representing our congregation at the meeting were 
Ray Yoder, Doris Sterner and Pastor Wesemann. 

We offer our prayers and congratulations to Rev. Paul 
Townsend. 

- Pastor Wesemann 

ñMiles for Momsò 

Momôs House of Greater Philadelphia, located in Phoe-
nixville, is a free daycare for single, low-income parents 
who are continuing their education. 
On Sunday, March 21 (rain or shine), Momôs House will 

be holding a benefit 5K Run and 1 Mile Fun Walk/Run.  
ñMiles for Momsò will start at 9 am and finish at the  
Phoenixville High School. 
If you do not wish to walk or run, but would rather like to 

volunteer, there are plenty of opportunities.  Any help that 
you can provide will support this mission and aid a single 
parent in creating a better life for themselves and for their 
child. 
Entry fees are $20 for ages 12 and older; $10 for ages  

under 12; and $35 for a family pass (3 or more).  All  
proceeds go directly to the support of the parents and 
children who use Momôs House childcare.  T-shirts and 
refreshments will be provided for all participants.  Cash 

prizes will be awarded for top overall 
male and female participants and for 
various age groups.  Please contact 
Dotty Frey for full details and to obtain 
a registration form to participate. 

- Dotty Frey 

M&W and Fundraising Update 

On Friday, February 26, we were privileged to have a 
brilliant Brazilian pianist, Rogerio Tutti, present a re-
cital of works by Beethoven, Chopin and Liszt at St. 
Peterôs.  This excellent performance was well at-
tended, even though the weather had been question-
able.  Rogerio, who is a friend of João Paulo Casarotti, 
is visiting the U.S.A. and presenting this program in 
Pennsylvania, North Dakota and Boston. 
This was the first of a number of concerts that are 

being coordinated during the year by João Paulo, the 
Music & Worship Committee and the Fundraising Task 
Force.  If you didnôt have the opportunity to attend this 
concert, watch for our announcements about other 
upcoming events.  We are sure you will enjoy them. 

- Marilyn Burk 

Handing On What We Receive 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you. 
1 Corinthians 11:23 

They had been farmers all their lives.  Raymond was a tall, lanky 

guy with large hands and a good ear for the violin.  Sylvia was half 

his size, but wiry and strong in her own way.  In worship, they  

always sat in the overflow area to the left of the lectern.  When  

Sylvia died, Raymond came to the town church by himself.  Even 

when a blizzard cancelled all other church services, Raymond was 

one of seven who braved the storm and came for worship.  He sat in 

the front that day with the others, so the radio audience could hear 

them singing. 

Raymond loved his Bible.  He studied it, questioned it, and com-

mitted it to memory.  When he died he left a large sum of money to 

the church to buy Bibles.  He spent more on that gift than he spent 

on his own casket.  To honor his wish, Bibles were purchased and 

offered at his funeral to anyone who wanted one.  By the end of the 

day, the box of Bibles on the back table was empty. 

Bibles continued to be offered.  At funerals and weddings, the 

church fair stand, and to anyone who asked.  Word got out.  Other 
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3,500 Bibles in three years had been individually asked for and  

received, more Bibles than the town had people. 

Ray and Sylvia were big on tithing, the giving of the first one-tenth 
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Those who have discovered the joy of giving from the heart will 

tell you it is not a chore.  Like Ray, they look forward to giving, 

because of the freedom that comes from knowing that what they 
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received. 
(Copyright 2002 Augsburg Fortress.  Permission is granted to reproduce this material for 
local, congregational use only.) 

- Al Burk 


